ELECTIONS & VOTING: What do the Scholars say?
The Advice and Warnings of Ash Shaykh Ubayd 
Al Jaabiree

]: “Is it permissible for the Muslims in the lands of disbelief to enter into elections and request from the Muslims to support them in this from the aspect [of being] from the lesser of the two evils or to repel the greater evil?” 

[A]: I say: Elections are not from the Sunnah (the way of the Prophet) that is known by the Muslims and that which the Salaf traversed upon from the time of the Companions and the Imaams of the Taabi’een, and those who came after them. Rather, it is a newly invented matter in Islaam, so it is a bid’ah (innovation), and if it is a bid’ah (innovation) then it is muharram (unlawful). 

However, if the Muslims in the West or other than it are compelled to enter into elections then there are a number of circumstances [to be present]. From them: That they will not receive any of their rights that are legislated in their country except by way of a representative to speak on their behalf. So if they are forced to do this and they have no choice, they either elect a man who is Muslim or lose their rights and have no one to hear their concerns. In this situation they elect a righteous man who is wise that will benefit the Muslims and look after their rights. 

But if the Muslims were patient upon the hardships and loss of their rights in the way of abandoning this innovated matter it is better for them and more desirable. And Allah knows best.

Sheikh Yahya Al Hajoree on voting and elections

No. 48. If someone asks you: What is the ruling on voting and elections? 

Then say: 

They are from the democratic laws that seek to destroy Allah's true legislation.  They are also considered imitation of the disbelievers, and imitating them is not permissible. There is much harm present in them, and there is niether benefit nor gain for the Muslims (in them).   

From their most significant harms are: 

- (They promote) equality between truth and falsehood, and between the truthful people and those upon falsehood, according to and based on the majority (of votes) 

- Elimination of (the foundations and beliefs of) loyalty and disloyalty 

- Rupture the unity of the Muslims 

They bring about: 

- Hatred 
- Enmity 
- Factionism 
- Fanaticism between the Muslims 

They also cause: 

- Deception 
- Trickery 
- Fraud 
- Falsehood 

They waste time, money, remove the modesty from the female, along with disrupting a Muslim's trust in Islamic knowledge and its people (the scholars) 

Source: Al Mabadee Al Mufeedah fit Tawheed wal Fiqh wal Aqeedah - Basic Priniciples regarding Tawheed, Islamic Jurisprudence, and Belief- new Arabic print pg. 29 #48

Sheikh Ahmed bin Yahya An Najmee on Voting and Elections 

Today the Sheikh was asked the following question: 

Questioner: Oh beloved Sheikh, what is the ruling on Muslims in America taking part in voting and elections, if they feel this will  somehow benefit Islam and the Muslims? 

Sheikh:  The system of elections is an innovation and it is not permissible for the Muslims to participate in them alongside the disbelievers. 

Questioner:  The reason for their participation, is that if they support and vote for an individual running for a particular position; even if this person is a disbeliever, this person will in turn give the Muslims land for building schools and masjids. 

Sheikh:  Oh my brother, is it permissible for the Muslims to enter into innovations and join and work with the disbelievers to obtain something that may take place, or may not! This is not correct in my opinion. 

Date of call: February 27, 2007

SHAYKH SAALIH AL-FAWZAAN ON VOTING 

Shaykh Saalih al-Fawzaan said:

	quote:


	... And as for the elections [that are] well-known [and implemented] today in the various nations, then they are not from the Islamic order. Chaos, personal aspirations enter into them, as do greed and favouritism (bias). 

Tribulations and the shedding of blood result from them and the desired goal is not attained by them. Rather, they are just a ground for bids (i.e. campaigns), buying and selling and false claims. 

The Ruling on Elections and Demonstrations Al-Jareedat ul-Jazeerah, Issue 11358, Ramadaan 1424 (3rd September 2003).


	


Elections and Voting: Cause of Corruption 

With the permission of Allaah, the speech of of many of our scholars has been presented to the readership regarding the reality of elections [voting or running in parliamentary/congressional elections]. The speech of scholars such as Ash Shaykh Naasirud Deen Al Albaani, Ash Shaykh Badee'ud deen, Ash Shaykh Muqbil bin Hadee, Ash Shaykh Ubayd Al Jaabiree, Ash Shaykh Ahmad An Najmi has been translated on the evils and corruption that is the end result of democracy. 

Presented is an example of some corruptive conditions the West forces upon Muslims if they desire to partake in their democratic system, in turn proving that there is more than meets the eye in issues from the "Nawaazil" such as this one. These examples prove that when the scholars are questioned regarding the permissability of such acts [as the lesser of two evils, or other wise], it is not sufficient to ask a general limited question. Specifics must be mentioned, without which the question becomes extremely lacking!
